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The Newsletter of the Grampian Association of Storytellers
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The Tale of the New Commiittee...
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Phyll McBain:

Pauline On Phyill:

If Phyll was in a story, she'd be the rustic farm
worker or traveller who the pompous Lord or
Lady tries to boss about. However, with a glint in
her eye, Phyll would quickly turn the tables on
them and make them look like fools.

| am the one who is far too serious and needs to
chill out.

Phyll is a wonderful chair which we all sit on
regularly! Seriously though, she is one of those
rare gems that combine great organisational
skills with a flare for creativity and a desire to
have fun. | will always remember the way she
transposes traditional stories into the comic and
confusing world of Doric farmers and their
families.

Phyll's a couthie fairm quine fa tells it like it is — |
enjoy her true tales of life out on the roads of
Stoney!
Anna Fancett:

1
If Anna was in a story, she'd be an exciting yet
mysterious lady from the Arabian Nights — She
would maybe be captured by a wicked magician
but would escape his clutches using her wit and
charms.

Anna is so enthusiastic and will bring such a lot
to us this year her origination is matched only by
her enthusiasm

When [ first met Anna she had this amazing
child-like brightness that comes across in her
stories. She’s a super hard worker, but usually
far too hard on herself!

(Anna didn’t write anything about herself!)

Pauline Cordiner
1

Fun! This is the first word that comes to mind
when thinking of Pauline. Whether it is jumping
up and down; being the medium through which
countless puppets communicate or just dressing
up as a Celtic warrior and wandering through
Asda’s, (PTO)
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Pauline is always
ready to entertain and
amuse everyone
around her. She has
a great repertoire of
stories and is always
striving to make
everyone feel
included in the fun
she creates.

Pauline who brightens up your mood every time
you see her, as she just sparkles happiness and
dazzles you with her red hair!

Pauline’s mind is one huge never-ending story,
whether it's buying a bodhran in Dublin or when
her Dad convinced her there was a wee man in
the airing cupboard who lit the light when they
opened the door. One of the best things in life is
knowing this natural entertainer!

!
If I were in a story, | would be the female version
of Jack. 1do like to spend a lot of time sleeping
and | may not figure things out first time, but |
can work hard and often benefit from a stroke of
luck.

Fiona-Jane Brown

If Fiona Jane was in a story, she would be a
Doric Fairy Godmother! A simple fisher quine's
tackety boots and leather apron would be quickly
transformed into a glamorous ballgown and with
a quick snap of the fingers and in her lobster
creel carriage would be ready to go to the ball!

That Fiona-Jane is an expert on the customs,
superstitions and stories of the fisherfolk of Scotland is
something that can be known from looking at her
doctorate studies. That she can transfer this
knowledge into entertaining and informative stories is
something that can only truly be appreciated by
someone who has heard her tell. As someone in that
position | can fully endorse her as a storyteller, scholar
and friend. And of course, she is the genius behind
our website and all our computery gadgety thingyies
that the rest of us storytellers have no idea how to
work!

ol
The master on the computer and adds such flair
to our web site it baffles and amazes me with out
her help | would be lost.

" ' | Storytelling keeps me sane, that’s
why | do it, and I'm ever thankful to GAS for
giving me that impetus!

See website for contact details:

What is happening in Glasgow?

§So much had been going on in Glasgow to
prepare for this development. The two
storytelling clubs — the Better Crack Club and the
Even Better Crack Club — had been running for
years, The Village Storytelling Centre was in its
eighth year, the Glasgow Storytellers had been
formed and a further regular monthly night had
been set up by storyteller Lesley O’Brien. But
there was a need to get statutory support, and a
more  strategic  approach to  city-wide
developments. So funding for the role could not
have been more timely’ 1 +

C * '

‘In addition to all this" I + ‘what truly
amazes me is the way in which voluntary sector
organisations around the city are eager to
involve storytelling in their work. Since October
there’s been reminiscence with a BME Day Care
Centre, intergenerational storytelling work
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involving a housing association, a childcare
inclusion group and another arts organisation,
two interfaith/intercultural weeks in partnership
with a range of local organisations on the
southside, and a real enthusiasm and thirst for
more projects appropriate to the needs of local
people in all areas of the city. It's because
storytelling is so inclusive and such a compelling
medium — there is no end to what can be done —
and in such creative ways!’

) !
fWe're just starting thinking about a big event
next year .... watch this space!"
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- fit's a wrench leaving
The Village — | couldn't have been happier
working there. But I'm delighted to see
storytelling getting a higher profile in the city, and
there will be opportunities to keep up a good
connection with The Village in my Development
Officer work"
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Fit Like Yer Majesty?:

A book of
Doric Poems
composed by
the Reading
Bus — Rhymes
for 21st Century
Loons and
Quines’ —
1
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Fit Like-
Yer Majesty?

. / 7
A book of Doric Poems
compiled by The Reading Bus
with illastrations by Bob Dewar
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fFit Like yer Majesty?"
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GAS FEATURE ARTICLE:
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Apprentice Donald &
His Five Tasks
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fOraingie an Aipplie’ 0
- fThe White Doo’
8 A

My mammie kilt me

My daddie ate me

My sister Jeannie pickled my bones
An pit me tween twa milk white stones
And | grew an grew

A bonnie white doo.
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fOrangie and Aipplie’
$! 2 - 10
$! & !
1 D ‘Hudden,

Dudden and Donald O’Leary’

D !
‘A curse on Hudden, a curse on
Dudden’ D !
- ! ! ) IF
- ! ! | ! ("
2 1
*
$! 2 - ( 'F
! $# F tThe Humph at

the Fit and the Humph at the Heid o the Glen’ 0

“dirty useless laddieH
Gtwa humphsi ? 0 2

% 0 1 _ "

Gwee fairiesH
!

! tMonday,
TuesdayH

6King o the Fairies #

? 2 fDeath and the Nut® )
' ! ! 4 -
) "
' F
- 0 1
!
0 -
D 0
2
!
F
? -F 1 IF
iBride and Angus’ ( !
! 2 !
0
5
$ # K !
iBeira’ L

0 !
- %

Pittin’ their gas at a peep!



2
% ! 0 ( * - 1
& - B0
! D $ - M 0
(C ! A %! 0
!
1 ! 0
% - !
6gentle kindH
% 2 0 0 #
72! % 0] & E How the Monkey got its Mischief §
! ! A “Mary and the GiantH
0 ! ] 0 !
Ao # - !
! 1 (-
1 - LI
5 - F ! ! 4
0
P+ , 2 0 E
[ GAch ye ken, loon, ye're | 1
no a bad storyteller.H Ty
- 0 ? 0
$ 1
. . J
By Donald Smith (Apprentice) 1
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In this year of Olympics, it was fitting 1 -

that Anna Fancett should share this

wee ‘International Surprise’... Anna Fancett GAS Secretary
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This website features articles, references and other
information relating to highwaymen and highway
robbery. A list of websites and reading materials for
those who want to delve deeper is provided in the
Resources section of the website.

This site also owns and maintains King's Highway,
which is a small online community featuring
discussion and historical roleplay about highwaymen
and assorted outlawry.
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Tales from Barra, told by
the Coddy (
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To end this session’s edition, here’'s a wee poem from
Grace Banks — she wrote it during a weekend retreat
for us storytellers in Ballater last year.
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